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2012 EU-CHINA YEAR OF
INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE

Following the EU-China Joint Declaration of 22
October 2007 to reinforce cooperation in the field of
culture and the ensuing policy dialogue, the EU and
Chinese leaders designated 2012 as the EU-China
Year of Intercultural dialogue (YICD).

The main objectives of the Year are:

e to promote and strengthen intercultural dialogue
and mutual understanding between the EU and China
through cultural exchanges and people to people
contacts;

e to establish and develop structured and
sustainable cooperation between Chinese and
EU cultural institutions and organizations;

* to establish a sustainable policy dialogue on issues
of common interest;

¢ to contribute to consolidate the EU-China strategic
partnership.

The Year shall be developed as part of the
EU-China Third Pillar and of the High Level People-
to-People Dialogue, and contribute to reinforce
sustainable culture cooperation between EU and
China.

The scope of the Year will cover a very broad range
of fields: not only the various cultural sectors (visual,
written and performing arts, music, audiovisual
and new media, cultural heritage, translation and
publishing...), but also related fields within the High
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Level People-to-People Dialogue which contribute to
mutual understanding and civil society exchanges,
in particular education, research and exchanges
between intellectuals, multilingualism and, as
identified in the Joint declaration signed in January
2011, youth.

The Year will be an opportunity to mobilise all
relevant stakeholders, including national, regional and
local authorities in EU and China.

Particular attention will be paid to policy dialogue
initiatives in these fields, which can trigger some
longer term results for the EU and China.

The Year will be coordinated, in China, by the Chinese
Ministry of Culture and in the EU, by the European
Commission, Directorate General for Education and
Culture, in cooperation with the EU Delegation in
China.

Beyond the initiatives they will themselves organise,
each of these two institutions will be responsible for
labelling, clustering and promoting visibility of the
activities proposed by their respective stak holders in
support of the objectives of the Year.

The Year will be officially launched in Brussels
(Belgium) on the 1st of February 2012.
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